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Butler County Board of Elections 
Board Meeting Minutes 

August 16, 2023 
 
The Butler County Board of Elections met on Wednesday, August 16, 2023, at 1:00 p.m., for a 
regular meeting. Roll call was taken and present were Member mariann penska, Member Todd 
Hall, Member Chris Wunnenberg III, Director Nicole Unzicker, Deputy Director Eric Corbin, Early 
Voting Administrator Stephanie Webb, Ohio Democratic Party Representative Kevin O’Neil, and 
Poll Worker Administrator/Executive Assistant Melissa Trotta. 
 
Member penska presented Document 1, Bills. Member Hall moved to approve the bills on 
Document 1; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Member penska asked if there were any 
comments or questions. Member Hall inquired about Tony’s Drain Cleaning in the amount of 
$180.00. Deputy Director Corbin stated there was an issue in the men’s restroom during early 
voting that needed to be rectified as soon as possible. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  absent 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Unzicker acknowledged receipt of the following directive: 
 
2023-12 
 
 
 

Instructions Regarding the Review, Examination, and Verification of the Petition 
Proposing a Constitutional Amendment (The Right to Reproductive Freedom with 
Protections for Health and Safety Amendment)  

2023-13 August 8, 2023 Special Election Canvass Instructions 
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2023-14 
 
 
2023-15 
 
 
 

Instructions Regarding the Review, Examination, and Verification of the 
Supplementary Petition Proposing an Initiated Statute (An Act to Control and 
Regulate Adult Use Cannabis) 
 
Instructions Regarding the Review, Examination, and Verification of the Supplemental 
Part-Petitions Proposing an Initiated Statute (An Act to Control and Regulate Adult 
Use Cannabis) 

 
Director Unzicker stated there are no advisories or memorandums. 
 
Under New Business, Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 2, Validate and Invalidate 
Provisional Ballots Cast in the August 8, 2023, Special Election. Deputy Director Corbin stated 
there are no ballots for board review. There are a total of 805 valid provisional ballots, and 292 
invalid provisional ballots. Deputy Director Corbin stated the ballots have been reviewed by 
bipartisan staff members, Director Unzicker and himself. Member Hall made a motion to 
approve the 805 valid provisional ballots and to invalidate the 292 invalid ballots; seconded by 
Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  absent 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Unzicker presented Document 3, Candidates to be Certified to the November 7, 2023, 
General Election. Director Unzicker stated the candidates have met the statutory requirements 
to appear on the ballot. Member Hall moved to certify the candidates as listed on Document 3; 
seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  absent 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 4, Reject Insuffucient Candidate Petitions to the 
the November 7, 2023, General Election. Deputy Director Corbin stated the candidates have 
failed to meet the statutory requirements to appear on the ballot for the reasons listed. 
Member Hall moved to reject the candidates to the November 7, 2023, General Election as 
listed on Document 4; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Member penska asked if there were 
any comments or questions. Member Hall asked if the candidates had been notified. Deputy 
Director Corbin stated the candidates would be notified that they were not certified to the 
ballot and would be given the opportunity to request a reconsideration hearing. Member 
Wunnenberg clarified that Mr. Elijah Beeler was notified on June 1, 2023, of the deficiencies on 
the petitions. Deputy Director Corbin confirmed Member Wunnenberg’s addition. Director 
Unzicker explained that the Candidate & Ballot Services department notifies candidates if there 
is time to withdraw insufficient petitions and file new ones before the filing deadline. Deputy 
Director Corbin stated the remaining candidates filed closer to the filing deadline and did not 
have the same opportunity. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  absent 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Unzicker presented Document 5, Sufficient Ballot Issue for the November 7, 2023, 
General Election. Director Unzicker stated the ballot issues have met the statutory 
requirements to appear on the ballot. Member Hall moved to certify the ballot issue as listed 
on Document 5; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  absent 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Member Hall moved to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel according to O.R.C. 
121.22(G)(1) at 1:22 p.m.; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  absent 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
At 2:33 p.m. Member penska stated the Board is back in session.  
 
Under General Updates, Director Unzicker stated Deputy Director Corbin and herself attended a 
Moving Beyond Confrontation and Managing Team Conflict seminar. Director Unzicker said the 
seminar was very informative. Director Unzicker suggested the staff attend the seminar if 
possible.  
 
Director Unzicker updated the Board Members regarding a plan for active threats. Director 
Unzicker stated Election Service Clerks Katharine Turner and Sherry Hodge have been assigned 
to the safety team. She said they contacted County Risk & Safety Manager Scott Jividen for 
assistance plans and resources. Director Unzicker stated the plan will be implemented by the 
November 7, 2023, General Election.  
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Member penksa requested to contact the Ohio Secretary of State and other counties to see if 
an emergency plan is available for when a Location Supervisor or Driving Judge services are no 
longer needed on election day. Member penska stated a plan in the Contingency and 
Emergency Planning Guide should be in place. 
 
Deputy Director Corbin stated Director Unzicker and himself are looking at different possibilities 
to receive election equipment more efficiently on election night. 
 
With no further business, Member Wunnenberg moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Member Hall. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  absent 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:44 p.m.  
 
 
 Absent        
__________________________   __________________________ 
Frank Cloud, Chairman    Nicole Unzicker, Director 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Todd Hall, Member    Chris Wunnenberg III, Member 
 
 
________________________ 
mariann penska, Member  
 


